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COCKATIEL CARE

Cockatiels – (Nymphicus hollandicus)

Origin:  Australia 

Life expectancy: 10 to 15 years

General Care

FEEDING:
Basic diet consists of a commercially prepared seed mix or pellets. Supplement with vitamins in drinking water or food, raw fruits and vegetables.  A cuttlebone or mineral block should be provided for calcium and minerals as well as small amounts of bird grit for digestion.  Change food and water two times daily.

BEHAVIOR:
Social, likes the company of other cockatiels and may be kept with parakeets if the cage is big enough.  Cockatiels may be kept by themselves given lots of attention from owner(s)

HOUSING:
Place cage away from drafts and hot sun.  Ideal temperature: 68-72 degrees.  The cage should be large enough to accommodate bird(s) with wings outstretched and allow the bird(s) plenty of movement.  Floor of cage may be covered with cob bedding or paper which should be changed frequently.  Thoroughly clean cage and accessories each week in a mild bleach and water solution. Rinse and dry cage and accessories before returning the bird to the cage.

For further information we recommend Barron’s “Cockatiels” and Barron’s “Cockatiel Handbook.”  Our staff will also be happy to assist you with any questions or concerns which may arise.

