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Guinea pig care

Guinea pig – (cavia aperea  porcellus)

Origin- Central and South America

Life expectancy: 5 – 10 years

General Care

FEEDING:  
Basic diet consists of a commercially prepared pellet food formulated for guinea pigs.  (Rabbit pellets do not contain sufficient Vitamin C and should not be used).  Supplements include apples and carrots and dried alfalfa.  Fresh drinking water should be supplied in a water bottle attached to the cage.

BEHAVIOR:
One is usually kept as a pet although two females will live peacefully together if the cage is large enough.  Males tend to become aggressive and territorial toward each other as they mature.  Guinea pigs are very docile by nature and recommended pets for children.  

HOUSING:
Place cage away from drafts and hot sun.  Ideal temperature: 65-72 degrees.  Cover floor of cage with wood shavings and change them at least three times per week.  Exercise wheels are not recommended as guinea pigs then to get their feet caught in them.  Honey sticks and small pieces of unpainted and untreated wood allow the animal to gnaw and keep it’s teeth worn to a proper and healthy length.  

For further information, we recommend Barron’s “Guinea Pigs, A Compete Pet Owner’s Manual”.  Our staff will also be happy to assist you with any questions or concerns, which may arise.  

