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HAMSTER CARE

Hamster – (Mesocricetus auratus)

Origin:  Syria

Life expectancy: 2 to 4 years

General Care

FEEDING:
Basic diet consists of a commercially prepared seed mix formulated for hamsters.  This may be supplemented with small amounts of dry dog or cat foods, raw vegetables, cheese and unsweetened breakfast cereals.  Fresh drinking water should be supplied in a water bottle attached to cage. 
BEHAVIOR:
Solitary, recommend only one hamster per cage as two may fight (even if they are from the same litter and same sex).  They should be placed together for mating purposes only.  Nocturnal, hamsters need a quiet, undisturbed place to sleep during the day as they are only active throughout the night.

HOUSING:
Place cage away from drafts and hot sun.  Ideal temperature: 68-72 degrees.  Floor of cage should be covered with wood shavings which should be changed two to three times a week.  Equip cage with an exercise wheel, ladders, tunnels etc. for night entertainment and exercise.  Provide soft wood toys, and hard foods (honey sticks, dog biscuits), for your hamster to gnaw.  These will keep its teeth worn to a proper and healthy length.  

For further information we recommend Barron’s “Complete Hamster Care Guide.”  Our staff will also be happy to assist you with any questions or concerns which may arise.

