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Mouse/ Rat Care

Mice – (Mus musculus domesticus)
Rat – (Rattus norvegicus)


Origin: Western Europe
Origin: Norway

Life expectancy: 1 ½ to 3 years
Life expectancy: 2 to 4 years

General Care:

Feeding:
Basic diet consists of a commercially prepared seed mix.  This may be supplemented with small amounts of dry dog or cat food, raw vegetables, bread, cheese and unsweetened breakfast cereals.  Fresh drinking water should be supplied in a water bottle attached to the cage. 

Behavior:
Recommend keeping two or more (preferably of same sex if breeding is not desired).  Purchase desired number of animals to be kept together at the same time as later additions may not be accepted and fighting may result.  A single mouse may be kept if the owner can supply plenty of attention and companionship.  

Housing:
Place cage away from drafts and hot sun.  Ideal temperature is 65-72 degrees.  Floor of cage should be covered with wood shavings.  These should be changed at least three times per week.  Equip the cage with an exercise wheel, ladders, tunnels, etc. for your pet’s entertainment.  Provide soft wood toys and hard food such as dog biscuits for your mice and rat to gnaw.  These will keep the teeth worn to a proper and healthy length.

For further information, we recommend Barron’s “Mice, a complete pet owner’s manual”.  Our staff will also be happy to assist you with any questions or concerns which may arise.  

